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Rising 11th Grade IB Literature 2019 Summer Reading List: 
 

1. Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

2. Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

 

IB Literature assessments require you to analyze the ways in which language, technique, 

structure, and style shape the meaning of a work and examine global issues present in the 

work.  Below, we have provided further explanations and examples.    

 

o Your assignment: As you read the novels, rather than annotating for anything 

and everything, annotate/write margin notes specifically for the impact of 

language, technique, structure, and style as well as the presence specific global 

issues.  (See table below for helpful terms.)      

 

o Assessment:  The assessment for these novels will be a test given during the 

first week of school.  In addition, there will be guided formative assessments 

based on your reading and annotations. 

 

 

IB Assessment 

Criteria: 
 

Literary terms which pertain to the criteria (Some terms fall in more than 

one category.) 

Knowledge and 

Understanding 

THEME:  the central idea of the story, usually implied rather than directly stated (It is 

the writer's idea about life and can be implied or directly stated through the voice of the 

speaker. It should not be confused with the moral or plot of the story.) 

INSIGHT:  apprehension of the inner nature of things (understanding what is below the 

surface) 

IMPLICATION:  something that is suggested without being said directly 

INFERENCE: a conclusion which is derived from facts or premises (again, often 

below the surface) 

 

Language Ambiguity 

Connotation 

Denotation 

Diction 

Double Entendre 

Euphemism 

Figurative Language (simile, metaphor, extended metaphor, etc.) 

Hyperbole 

Idiom 

Jargon 

Mood 

Oxymoron  

Paradox 

Repetition 

Syntax 

Understatement 
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Technique 

(terms overlap) 

Allusion 

Ambiguity 

Anecdote 

Antithesis 

Archetype (character/ plot pattern/ themes) 

Characterization 

Connotation 

Denotation 

Deus ex Machina 

Diction 

Elements of Plot (Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution) 

Figurative Language (simile, metaphor, extended metaphor, etc.) 

Flashback 

Foil 

Foreshadowing 

Hyperbole 

Imagery 

Irony (situational, verbal, dramatic) 

Juxtaposition 

Mood  

Motif 

Paradox 

Setting 
Symbolism 

 

Structure STRUCTURE is the way a piece of literature is arranged or organized.  How does the 

arrangement (structure) of the text shape the meaning of the work?   
 

Style STYLE is the distinctive manner by which an author expresses thought.  An author’s 

style is revealed through such elements as diction, syntax, tone, and other literary 

techniques. Style is what gives the author his/ her voice. 

When discussing Style, you would include: 

Speaker 

Voice 

Point of View 

Diction 

Syntax 

Tone 

 

Global Issues A global issue incorporates the following three properties: 

1. It has significance on a wide/large scale. 

2. It is transnational. 

3. Its impact is felt in everyday local contexts. 

Global issues often fall in the following categories:   

 Conflict, peace, and security 

 Culture, language, and identity 

 Environmental and/or economic sustainability 

 Equality and inequality 

 Health and development 

 Science, technology, and society 

 

 

On the next page, you will find an example of useful annotations. 
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Key for color-coding 
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UNIT DESCRIPTION TITLES ASSESSMENT DATE OF 
ASSESSMENT 

2019 
Summer 
Reading 

Summer reading 
assignments 

 Frankenstein by Mary Shelley 

 Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi 
Adichie 
 

Assessment (standardized & written 
response) 

Day 2 of classes 

Fall 
Year 1 
(11th)  

Teacher’s Choice of 
Texts 

 Fences by August Wilson 

 Their Eyes Were Watching God by 
Zora Neale Hurston 

 A play by William Shakespeare 

 A play by Tom Stoppard 

These texts can be used for the HL 
Paper or Paper 2 
 

December 2020 (HL 
Paper) or May 2021 
(Paper 2) 

Spring 
Year 1 
(11th) 

Internal Assessment  Paradise of the Blind by Duong 
Thu Huong (Vietnamese) 

 Selected works by Franz Kafka 
(German) 

 The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

 Heart of Darkness by Joseph 
Conrad 

Internal Assessment 
Weight:  20% 
Supported by an extract from one work 
written originally in the language studied 
and one from a work studied in translation, 
students will offer a prepared response of 
10 minutes, followed by 5 minutes of 
questions by the teacher, to the following 
prompt: 
Examine the ways in which the global issue of 
your choice is presented through the content and 
form of two of the works that you have studied.   

May 2020 

2020 
Summer 
Reading 

Summer reading 
assignments 
*Titles are subject to 
change before April 2020. 

 1984 by George Orwell 

 Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi 
(French) 

 

Multiple choice tests for each work 
 

1st week of school in 
2020 
 

Fall 
Year 2  
(12th) 

HL Essay  One Hundred Years of Solitude by 
Gabriel Garcia Marquez (Spanish) 

 The Bluest Eye by Toni Morrison 

 Thousand Cranes by Yasunari 
Kawabata (Japanese) 

HL Essay 
Weight:  20% 
Students submit an essay on one literary 
text or work studied during the course.  
The essay must be 1200-1500 words in 
length. 
 

December 2020 

Spring 
Year 2 
(12th) 

Paper 2 Preparation  In Cold Blood by Truman Capote 

 The Awakening by Kate Chopin 

 Selected poetry 

Paper 2 
Weight:  25% 

May 2021 
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 This paper consists of four general 
questions.  Students choose one and in 
response to the chosen question, students 
write a comparative essay based on two 
works studied in the course.  (1hr 45min) 
 

Paper 1:  Guided Literary Analysis 
Weight:  35% 
This is not limited to one specific unit, but is rather a culmination of the two-year literary study.  Students will have 2 hours and 15 minutes to write 
this paper during the school day in early May 2021.   
 
Paper 1 contains two previously unseen literary passages from two different literary forms, each accompanied by a question.  Students write an analysis 
of both of the passages.  Literary forms include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 An excerpt from a novel or short story 

 An essay 

 An excerpt from a biography 

 A journalistic piece of writing of literary merit 

 A poem 
 
Students need to explore aspects such as content, technique, style, structure, theme, and language, and they are assessed on their ability to: 

 Show their knowledge and understanding of literary forms 

 Establish their own interpretation of the text or extract and come to conclusions about it.   

 Analyze and evaluate how the writer’s choices have contributed to meaning.   

 Write a formal, well-organized and well-focused analysis using language appropriate to a formal essay. 
-From the IB English A: Literature Subject Guide 

 
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions or concerns regarding IB World Lit.  Our goal is to teach you how to think rather than what to 
think, and we hope to do this through an intensive, reflective analysis of language.   
 
Year 1:  Brianna Levels   m.lundy@atlanta.k12.ga.us     Year 2:  Erica Hiers  ehiers@atlanta.k12.ga.us  
 Casey Christenson   casey.christenson@atlanta.k12.ga.us           Emily Galloway  ekgalloway@atlanta.k12.ga.us                                              
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